I. Mladjov, Page 1/5 


CROATIA (HRVATSKA) 

The history of Medieval Croatia is not very well known, and must be pieced together from references in 
Western and Byzantine sources, as well as local genuine or forged charters. The Croats settled in the Balkan 
Peninsula in the early 7 th century. If they had not been Slavic in origin, they eventually became Slavicized. They 
came under Byzantine and Frankish influence by the 9 th century. The very conjectural list of Croatian rulers 
presented here is for the period f.900—948 an alternative to the more generally accepted list compiled by 
Croatian scholars. The present list follows suggestions of Runciman and Eggers about the sequence, chronology, 
and genealogy of Croatian rulers in this period, and is based to some extent on the 1 z th -century Chronicle of the 
Priest of Dioclea. This period includes the remarkable figure of Tomislav, who was involved in the Roman 
church’s settlement of Illyricum and may have been crowned king. The royal title was certainly used from the 
reign of Drzislav in the late 1 o th century, but after the deaths of Kresimir IV and Zvonimir the kingdom became 
the target of Hungarian expansion. King Laszlo I of Hungary imposed his nephew Almos as ruler of Croatia in 
1091, but Hungary took over the crown permanently only after defeating the last “national” king Petar in 1097. 

In 1102 the Hungarian king Kalman was formally crowned king of Croatia, and the two kingdoms remained in 
personal union for another eight centuries. The crowns of Hungary and Croatia parted only occasionally, during 
times of contested kingship (e.g., 1290—1295 and 1301 — 1308). On the extinction of the house of Arpad in 
1301, the Croatian throne passed directly to the house of Anjou, which was succeeded by the houses of 
Luxembourg (1387/1395) and Habsburg (1438). The house of Habsburg preserved the throne of Croatia with a 
few interruptions (the Jagiellonians 1440—1444 and 1490—1524 and Hunyadi 1458—1490) until the end of 
World War I. 

In 1918 Croatia became part of the “Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes,” renamed Yugoslavia in 1929. 
Serbian predominance in government was resented, and Croatia eagerly sought its independence in World War 
II under the dictatorship of Ante Pavelic and the nominal rule of duke Aimone of Spoleto, who was elected king 
as Tomislav II. At the end of the war in 1945 Croatia was reincorporated into Yugoslavia, but became an 
independent republic in 1990. 

The rulers of Croatia were titled duke/prince ( knez ) and later king ( kralj ). The Hungarian names of the later 
kings of Croatia (whether they were of Magyar origin or not) are added in italics. 

Princes, then kings of Croatia 1 

f.818—821 Borna ... nephew ofLjudemisl; prince of the Dalmatian Croats 

821—c.83 5 Vladislav ... nephew of Borna 
f.83 5—f.845 Mislav ... son of (?) Vladislav 
f.845 —864 Trpimir ... son of (?) Vladislav 1 3 

864 Zdeslav ... son of Trpimir; deposed 
864—876 Domagoj ... usurper? 

876— 877 Iliko? ’ ... son of Domagoj 

877— 879 Zdeslav ... restored 

879—c.890 Branimir ... son of (?) Domagoj? 4 
f.890—f.900 Mutimir ... son of Trpimir 
f.900—f.908 Kresimir I ... son of Trpimir 
f.908—f.912 Miroslav ... son of Kresimir I 
c. 912—f.915 Pribunja ... son of (?) Braslav of Slavonia 

f.915—f.9 28 Tomislav I... son of (?) king Svatopluk II of Moravia; crowned king f.9 2 5 ? 

f.928—f.948 Cudomir ... son of (?) Tomislav 1 5 

1 The “traditional” list has: Mutimir (892—910), his alleged son Tomislav (910—928), his alleged brother Trpimir II 
(928—935), his son Kresimir I (935—945), his son Miroslav (945—949), his alleged brother Kresimir II (949—969). 

1 T rpimir is sometimes identified with the “Krepimir, son of Pridislav,” in the Chronicle of the Priest ofDioclea. 

3 The name is deduced from a Latin manuscript and may be inaccurate. 

4 Or perhaps Branimir is identical to Bran, son of prince Muntimir of Serbia. 
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f.948—969 Kresimir II (Mihajlo) ... son of prince Tjesimir by daughter of Cudomir 

969—997 Drzislav (Stjepan) ... son of Kresimir II; king from c.988 5 6 
997—1000 Svetoslav, Suronja ... son ofDrzislav; deposed 
1000—1030 Kresimir III ... son ofDrzislav 

+ Gojslav ... son ofDrzislav; associated 1000—c.iozo 
1030—1058 Stjepan I ... son of Kresimir III 
1058—1074 Kresimir IV (Petar) ... son of Stjepan I 
1075 — 1089 Zvonimir (Dimitrije) ... son of Stjepan, son of (?) Svestoslav 

1089—1091 Stjepan II ... son of Gojslav, 7 son of Stjepan I 
House of Arp ad (Hungary) 

1091—109 5 Almos (Almos) ... son of king Geza I of Hungary 
1095 — 1097 Petar ... last “national king” 

1097—1116 Koloman (Kalman), the Booklover ... brother of Almos; crowned 1102; Hungary 1095 — 1116 
1116—1131 Stjepan III (Istvdn II) ... son of Koloman; also Hungary 
1131 —1141 Bela I (Bela II), the Blind ... son of Almos; also Hungary 

1141 —1162 Gejza (Geza II) ... son of Bela I; also Hungary 

1162 Stjepan IV (Istvdn III) ... son of Gejza; also Hungary; deposed 
1162—1163 Ladislav I (Ldszlo II) ... son of Bela I; also Hungary 

1163 Stjepan V (Istvdn IV) ... son of Bela I; also Hungary 

1163 — 1172 Stjepan IV (Istvdn III) ... restored; also Hungary 

1172—1196 Bela II (Bela IV) ... son of Gejza; also Hungary 

1196—1204 Emerik (Imre) ... son ofBela II; associated 1183; also Hungary 
1204—1205 Ladislav II (Ldszlo III) ... son of Emerik; associated 1204; also Hungary 
1205 — 1235 Andrija I (Andras II) ... son ofBela II; also Hungary; Galicia 1189—1190 

1235 — 1270 Bela III (Bela IV) ... son of Andrija I; also Hungary 

1270—1272 Stjepan VI (Istvdn IV) ... son ofBela III; also Hungary 
1272—1290 Ladislav III (Ldszlo IV), the Cuman ... son of Stjepan VI; also Hungary 
Capetian House of Anjou (Naples) 

1290—1295 Karlo Martel (Karoly Martell) ... son of king Carlo II of Naples by Marija, daughter of 
Stjepan VI 

House of Arp ad (Hungary) 

1295—1301 Andrija II (Andros III), the Venetian ... son of Stjepan, posthumous son of Andrija I; 

Hungary 1290—1301 
Capetian Hottse of Anjou (Naples) 

1301 —1342 Karlo I Robert (Karoly I Robert) ... son of Karlo Martel; Hungary 1308—1342 

1342—1382 Ludovik I (Lajos I), the Great... son of Karlo I; also Hungary 
1382—1385 Marija (Maria) ... daughter of Ludovik I; also Hungary; deposed 

1385— 1386 Karlo II (Karoly II), the Short... son of count Luigi of Gravina, son of duke Giovanni of 

Durazzo, brother of Karlo Martel; also Hungary; Naples 1382—1386 

1386— 1395 Marija (Maria) ... restored; also Hungary 

House of Luxembourg (Bohemia) 

& 1387—1437 Zigmund (Zsigmond) ... married Marija; son of emperor Karl IV; also Hungary; Empire 
1410—1437; Bohemia 1419—1437 

5 Or possibly son of Pribunja: Cudomir may be identical to Godemir, a possible successor of Pribunja as ban of 
Croatia, and so perhaps his son. Godemir is usually dated late in the 1 o th century, but that date may be based on 
the probably erroneous placing of Pribunja in c. 949. Larlati listed Godemir as the successor of Tomislav. 

6 Some authorities list further rulers named Mucimir and Trpimir c.iooo. 

7 Or Castimir? 
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House of Habsburg (Austria) 

1438—1439 Albert (Albert) ... husband of Elizabeta, daughter of Sigizmund; son of duke Albrecht IV of 
Austria; also Hungary and Empire; Bohemia 1437—1439 
1440 Ladislav IV (Ldszlo V), the Posthumous ... posthumous son of Albert; also Hungary; 
expelled; Bohemia 1440—1457 
Jagiellonian House of Poland-Lithuania 

1440—1444 Vladislav I (Uldszlo I), of Varna ... son of king Wladyslaw II of Poland; also Hungary; 

Poland 1434—1444 
House of Habsburg (Austria) 

1444—1457 Ladislav IV (Ldszlo V), the Posthumous ... posthumous son of Albert; also Hungary; 

Bohemia 1440—1457 
House of Hunyadi (Hungary) 

1458—1490 Matija I (Mdtyds I), Korvin ... son of Janos Hunyadi; also Hungary 
Jagiellonian House of Poland-Lithttania 

1490—1516 Vladislav II (Uldszlo II) ... son ofking Kazimierz IV of Poland, brother of Vladislav I; 

accepted 1491; also Hungary; Bohemia 1471 — 1516 
1516—1516 Ludovik II (Lajos II) ... son ofVladislav II; associated 1508; also Hungary and Bohemia 
House of Habsburg (Austria) 

1516—1564 Ferdinand I (Ferdinand I) ... husband of Anna, daughter ofVladislav II; son ofking Felipe I 
of Castile; also Hungary and Bohemia; Empire 1558—1564 
— Ivan Zapolja (Janos I Szapolyai) ... son of Istvan Szapolyai; rival in Slavonia 1516—1540 
1564—1576 Maksimilijan (Miksa) ... son of Ferdinand I; associated 1563; also Hungary, Bohemia, Empire 
1576—1608 Rudolf (Rudolf ... son of Maksimilijan; associated 1571; also Hungary; abdicated; Bohemia 
1576—1611; Empire 1576—1611 

1608—1619 Matija II (Mdtyds II) ... son of Maksimilijan; also Hungary; Bohemia 1611 — 1619; Empire 
1611—1619 

1619—1637 Ferdinand II (Ferdinand II) ... son of duke Karl of Styria, son of Ferdinand I; associated 
1618; also Hungary, Bohemia, Empire 

1637—1657 Ferdinand III (FerdinandIII) ... son ofFerdinand II; associated 1615; also Hungary, 
Bohemia, Empire 

Ferdinand IV (Ferdinand IV) ... son ofFerdinand III; associated 1646—1654; also Hungary 
and Bohemia 

1657—1705 Leopold I (Lipot I) ... son ofFerdinand III; also Hungary and Bohemia; Empire 1658—1705 
1705 —1711 Josip I (Jozsefl) ... son of Leopold I; associated 1687; also Hungary and Bohemia, Empire 
1711 —1740 Karlo III (Kdroly III) ... son of Leopold I; also Hungary and Bohemia, Empire; Naples 
1713 —1734; Sardinia 1713 —1710; Sicily 1710—1734 
1740—1780 Marija Terezija (Maria Terezia) ... daughter of Karlo III; also Hungary and Bohemia; 

Galicia and Lodomeria 1771—1780 
House of Habsburg-Lorraine (Austria) 

1780—1790 Josip II (Jdzsefll) ... son of Marija Terezija by emperor Franz I; also Hungary, Bohemia, 
Galicia and Lodomeria; Empire 1765 — 1790 

1790— 1791 Leopold II (Lipot II) ... son of Marija Terezija by emperor Franz I; also Hungary, Bohemia, 

Galicia and Lodomeria, Empire 

1791— 1835 Franjo I (Ferenc I) ... son ofLeopold II; also Hungary, Bohemia, Galicia and Lodomeria; 

Empire 1791—1806; Austria 1804—1835 

— Napoleon (Napoleon) Bonaparte ... son of Carlo Buonaparte; ruler oflllyria 1809—1813; 
France 1804—1814, 1815, died 1811 

1835 — 1848 Ferdinand V (Ferdinand V) ... son of Franjo I; also Austria, Bohemia, Galicia and 
Lodomeria, Hungary; abdicated, died 1875 
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1848—1916 Franjo Josip I (Ferenc JdzsefI) ... son of Franjo Karlo, son of Franjo I; Austria, Bohemia, 

Galicia and Lodomeria, Hungary 

1916—1918 Karlo IV (Kdroly IV) 8 ... son of Oton, son ofKarlo Ludovik, brother of Franjo Josip I; also 
Austria, Bohemia, Galicia and Lodomeria, Hungary; deposed, died 1911 
1918—1941 (to the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes/Yugoslavia) 

House of Savoy (Italy) 

1941 —1943 Tomislav II 9 ... son of Emanuele Filiberto, son of king Amadeo I of Spain, son of king 
Vittorio Emanuele II of Italy; abdicated, died 1948 
(interregnum 1943; to Yugoslavia 1945; republic 1990) 


SLAVONIA 

The area along the Drina and Sava rivers, Slavonia, was home to several important princes in the 9 th century, 
but it did not emerge as a lasting state formation. Together with Pannonia to its north, it appears to have been 
an area of interaction between what became the South Slavs in the western Balkans (Croatia, Slovenia, and parts 
of Bosnia) and the West Slavs in Slovakia and Moravia. These princes were under various degrees of East 
Frankish (German) suzerainty until the late 9 th century. Slavonia seems to have become the base of a remnant of 
the ruling family of Great Moravia after its conquest by the Magyars in the early 890s and early 900s. As such it 
might have been the original base of the famous Croatian king Tomislav and the home of his heirs (while 
another set of his successors reigned in Croatia proper). 

The list below is very conjectural and is adapted from some of Eggers’ interpretations of the scarce source 
evidence, including the assumption that the territory was governed by a ruling house that also provided rulers for 
Moravia and Croatia. The genealogy itself is based on a portion of the royal pedigree provided by the Chronicle 
of the Priest ofDioclea and its historical analysis. 10 While the Priest of Dioclea clearly artificially strung together a 
synthetic and therefore unreliable narrative out of several unrelated traditions, his work alone preserves the early 
narrative accounts of the South Slavs. Several historical rulers known from other sources (Vojnomir, Ljudevit, 
and Braslav) have been fitted into this pedigree hypothetically. 



Princes in Slavonia 


Silimir ... 

son of Senulat 

■ 796-799: 

Vojnomir 

... brother of (?) Silimir 

OO 

1 

OO 

h> 

Ljudevit.. 

.. son of (?) Vojnomir; deposed 

823—f.829 

Vladin ... 

son of Silimir 

C.829—838 

Ratimir ... 

. son ofVisedrag, son of (?) Silimir; deposed 

838—f.862 

Svetimir .. 

.. son of (?) prince Mojmir I of Moravia, son of (?) Silimir 

C.862—884 

Svetopolk I ... son of Svetimir; deposed; prince, then king of Moravia 871—894 

884—898: 

Braslav ... 

son of (?) prince Rastislav of Moravia, son of (?) Vladin 

f.899— f.910 

Svetopolk II 11 ... son of Svetopolk I; Moravia 894—899 

c. 910—f.915 

Vladislav . 

... son of Svetopolk II 

c. 915—f.928 

Tomislav 

... son of Svetopolk II; Croatia c. 915— f.928 

f.928— f.952 

Sebeslav .. 

. son of Tomislav 

c.952—f.972 

Vladimir . 

.. son of Sebeslav 

c-9 72 

Hranimir 

... son of Vladimir 


8 Beatified 1004. 

9 Originally named Aimone. 

10 Here the implications of this 1 i th -century source are preferred to the only explicit alternative, a 17 th -century 
history of Moravia (T. Pesina, Mars Moravicus, vol. a, 1677), which provides a different genealogy for the early 
Moravian rulers: Mojmir I (811—820); his sons Mojmir II (820—842), Boso, and Ljudevit; Boso’s sons Rostislav 
(846—870) and Bogislav; Bogislav’s son Svatopluk I (871—894). 

11 Called Svetolik by the Chronicle of the Priest of Dioclea. 
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f.972—f.977 (to Croatia) 

c.977—f.iooo Tvrdoslav ... son of Hranimir 

(end of the line c.iooo) 
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